

ELLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk:  Mr John McKeown, Windward, North Lee Lane, Terrick, Aylesbury HP22 YB
Telephone:  07880 732574.  E-mail:  clerk@ellesborough-pc.gov.uk

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF 
ELLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL HELD
ON THURSDAY 21st MAY 2026 AT 8.00PM

Present:	Councillors: M. McGrail, H Holman, D.Panikkar, V.Keeble 			
	14 members of the public were in attendance

Item 1	Chairman’s Introduction to the meeting – It is a statutory requirement for the PC to hold two Annual meetings in May, firstly the AGM, which was held on Monday 18.05.2026 and principally deals with the re-election of Councillors, and then this meeting, which is the Annual Parish Meeting. This is an interactive meeting, summarising the key activities of the previous year and ultimately giving an opportunity for all Parishioners to come forward with ways to help improve our Parish.   
Apologies were accepted from Councillor’s Hamer, Hares, Withey and the Clerk J McKeown.

Item 2 Minutes of 2025 meeting to be signed -signed by the Chairman

Item 3 Chairman’s Report As we commence a new year in Ellesborough Parish, I am pleased to summarise the past 12 months achievements and set out the expectations for 2026/27.
Firstly, we can confirm at the AGM on Monday no new candidates came forward to volunteer for a role at the Council, and so the EPC remains unchanged and the roles for each Cllr also remain unchanged. These are set out on the EPC website page with the contact details for each Councillor. 
I will come onto the Accounts for the Y/E 31st March 2026 but can confirm that the Parish remains financially sound and fit for purpose going forward. The annual fixed costs for the Parish will increase for 2026/27, but due to a reduction in larger one-off costs such as playground repairs and speed cameras, the Parish Council Tax will not increase this year and remains the same as previous year.     
Headline activities for 2025/26 and going forward to 2027 includes the following: 
· Being a rural parish, we are lucky to have outdoor public spaces, but they still need a lot of effort to ensure they are available for all to use, and Cllr Holman (HH) does a great job at this. It takes a lot of time ensuring the popular playground is safe, the allotments are kept in order and that Risborough Rangers can play every week on the football pitch. 



· This year Cymbeline Lodge Freemasons are thanked for providing a new picnic bench and in conjunction with Risborough Rangers further investment took place at the playing field to create 25 off road spaces with reinforced green matting. We are fortunate to have these places within our Parish, and it remains a priority to EPC to making these facilities the best we can. 

· On Chalkshire Road, the Rural Affordable Housing has now started construction This is a 7-year journey from an original survey showing demonstrable demand for a small amount of affordable housing within the Parish. We expect these 6 x houses to be completed in early 2027 and look forward to welcoming new neighbours to the village. 

· Generally, there has been very little new developments or construction activity in the Parish, during the past 12 months, other than small domestic home improvements. All planning applications are initially reviewed by Cllr McGrail (MM) and we ask that all comments submitted to Bucks, regarding live applications, copy in both the Clerk and me, as we can no longer see any comments made directly to Bucks Planning Authority. 
  
· As a resident of Dunsmore, Cllr Hamer (JH) provides us with an insight into the “hamlet on the hill” and how we may be able to help the residents of Dunsmore. It is a village split between the Parishes of Wendover and Ellesborough and once a year EPC hold a Parish Meeting in Dunsmore and this year we will be looking at how the Village Pond can be rejuvenated as part of our Bio-Diversity Gain policy.

· Coombe Hill car park still causes issues with inconsiderate parking along the surrounding verges, and EPC have repeatedly challenged The National Trust about increasing the size of the car park. They do not see it as a priority, but our view is that as Bucks intends providing 5000 new homes per year for the next 20 years this is only going to get worse and will need addressing soon. In the next 12 months Cllr Hares will be pushing this forward. 

· At St Peter and St Paul’s church, we have a new Vicar, and he led the words of Remembrance at the Memorial Service. At the church, when a graveyard becomes “full” it is then classified as a closed graveyard and its maintenance is then the remit of the Parish Council. As an initiative for 2027, EPC are in discussions with Bucks Rural team to improve the footpath through the closed graveyard to allow enhanced accessibility for this busy thoroughfare. In the next 12 months Cllr Panikkar will be driving this forward. 

· Also, about footpaths, EPC have recently commissioned a technical survey to review the viability of building a new footpath from Ellesborough Golf Course along Wendover Road and down into the Butlers Cross main junction.  This is a medium-term project that will require numerous stakeholders’ cooperation and grant applications, but we are going to see if we can’t find a solution to improving pedestrian accessibility along this unpaved stretch of road. 

· Cllr Panikkar (DP) and The Clerk (JM) continue to attend regular meetings with the HS2 contractors, and I thank them for their efforts in trying to mitigate the continued highways disruption caused. Recently we have had several reports of HS2 HGV’s using Chalkshire Road. This is a prohibited route for these vehicles. To assist us in enforcing this, we would like to people to take pictures of any possible HS2 HGV’s travelling along Chalkshire Road and send them to the Clerk please.

· This building, the Parish Hall, is run by the Parish Hall Committee and separately to EPC. It is a lot of work keeping this place going and it is impressive to see that it is booked out well in advance and for most of the year. In 2027 EPC will be working with the EPH to see if we can jointly secure some grants for further building improvements.

· EPC holds several community events each year, including a Village Summer Party, Remembrance Service and a Christmas Carol Concert. All these events will be happening again this year and the Summer Party is on the 20th of June. All are welcome, Parish made food and drinks will be available, as well performances from the Ellesborough Silver Band, a photograph competition and a very competitive Doggy contest!

· Cllr Keeble (VK) is our communications lead and works hard to keep the whole Parish informed. The EPC website continues to evolve in quality and content, the frequent Parish Clerk email newsletter advises on road closures etc and we continue to financially support the Ellesborough Magazine, which is circulated, in analogue format to all 650 residents of the Parish. Going forward the My Ellesborough Facebook page is going to be discontinued due to lack of interest.

· There is not a month goes by when EPC do not get asked what we are doing to repair potholes and reduce speeding and why it is only getting worse. Cllrs Withey and Panikkar are constantly in contact with Bucks Highways and Thames Valley Police and bluntly it is almost a thankless task, over which EPC has little powers of influence. The potholes are a function of Bucks Council being under resourced, EPC have no powers or budget to deal with potholes, and all we can do is report them in the same way any member of the public can. Speeding, however, we do have an ability to influence and introduce our own initiatives to complement TVP’s efforts. Tonight we will be considering this in further detail as the last item on the agenda. We know it needs more volunteers to help the Speedwatch team, but does it also need a review of new physical traffic calming measures in the village?  

Finally, I would like to thank all the Parishioners and Organisations who contribute to keep our small rural parish functioning. Including the Parish Hall Committee, the Village Litter Pickers, the Speedwatch team, Ellesborough Trust Committee, TVP Neighbourhood Team and the Ellesborough Parish Magazine Editors. As well as all the Parish Councillors and The Clerk. 
 
Hopefully you can now understand a little bit more about how, the volunteers of this Parish have all tried to make our rural parish a better place to live during the past year and some of the tasks ahead.
Item 4 – Accounts 
We come to the last formal part of the meeting, which is to confirm the Financial update and Accounts for year ending 31st March 2026.
The annual audit of accounts has been completed, and I signed it off this week. I can also confirm that it has been submitted to the external auditors for scrutiny.
In summary, it shows that the PC have approximately £34,000 of cash held at the bank as at 31st March 2026. 
Therefore, as previously confirmed this has enabled EPC to fix the precept at £22,000 for 2026/27 with a zero-increase influence in the Parish Council tax for the forthcoming year.
This level of reserves is in keeping with previous years and will help ensure there are no sudden dramatic increases in the precept in any one year, should costs substantially increase.
Item 5 – Open Forum
This part of the meeting encourages parishioners to put forward suggestions or raise questions with the Council.  Whilst it is unstructured, I would still ask you to have respect for other views and comments raised and not all speak together please. 
As I mentioned earlier, we are keen to explore further initiatives, with the support of the village, to help reduce speeding. If you would like to raise any other issues, that is also welcome. Please introduce yourself before asking a question. Thank you.
The Open Forum began with MM introducing Alan Cripps (AC), the Speedwatch coordinator. AC explained that the team currently has only five members and urgently needs more volunteers. The forum discussed how often data is collected and how it is gathered. The proportion of speeding vehicles ranges from 9.4% to 22.7%, with average speeds of 41–45 mph and a highest recorded speed of 63 mph between 8 and 9 am, when the Speedwatch camera is in operation outside 86 Chalkshire Road. AC also explained how the data is downloaded and collated before being sent to Thames Valley Police (TVP), who issue warning letters to offenders. Drivers caught offending for a third time are prosecuted.
AC explained Speedwatch does have an impact on speeding and answered questions from members of the public about its activities.


Other comments from members of the public:
· Suggestion of double white lines up Lodge Hill and by Ellesborough Church to stop overtaking.
· Importance of any dashcam footage needed immediately as Princes Risborough Neighbourhood Police will only act if within 7 days.
· Suggestion of cycle signs up hills.
· AC explained TVP won’t have a speed van down Chalkshire Road.
· Importance of relocating MVAS units and number of locations discussed.       DP
· Site for MVAS by golf course raised, and the white gate and markings only in one direction being confusing.                                                                                   DP
· VK explained the MVAS data, which is available on the EPC website. Last month, Chalkshire Road recorded 141,000 vehicle movements, with several thousand vehicles exceeding 30 mph and a highest speed of 86 mph. Ellesborough Road recorded just under 70,000 vehicle movements, with more than 120 vehicles exceeding 30 mph and a highest speed of 78 mph. The data is presented in pie charts showing different speed ranges. Most speeding vehicles were travelling above 36 mph, although 80% of speeding incidents were in the 33–34 mph range.
· Comment made that historically speeders along Ellesborough Road were not locals and it was pointed out that Sat Nav was to blame.
· Width restrictions, speed humps, signage, yellow no parking lines and lighting suggestions made plus importance to prevent light pollution at night time.
· MM raised suggestion of various types of traffic calming measures; strong village gateways, solar VAS signs, priority narrowing chicanes working alongside community Speedwatch.
· Pros and cons of other traffic calming measures in Northamptonshire and Staffordshire were discussed as well as local examples in Bishopstone, Weston Turville and Aston Clinton.  Approximations of costs, contributions from parishioners and the need for a feasibility study were spoken about. 
· Suggestion of a questionnaire to survey parishioners about reducing speeding was warmly received.  VK volunteered to design survey and put on website.            VK
· Discussion about paper copies of survey and number to distribute also took place.
· Comment raised about asking if 30 mph speed limit along Ellesborough Road could also continue all the way to Little Kimble T junction.                                          DP
· North Lee Lane issues raised and signage problems to be investigated.               DP
· Wendover Road Footpath Survey – Several attendees thanked EPC for initial spend and MM explained next stages, potential grants available and additional work needed to finish the survey.                                                                                               MM
· 3 attendees present have given their details to AC to join Speedwatch.
· Discussion was held regarding the use of average speed cameras to manage speeding traffic.
The meeting finished at 21.20hrs
Matthew McGrail - Chairman



